(2009-10) VOLUME 24 INLAND REVENUE BOARD OF REVIEW DECISIONS

Case No. D47/09

Salaries tax — unilaterally declared hearing cancelled and failed to attend hearing — sections
68(2B) and 68(2D) of the Inland Revenue Ordinance (‘IRO’). [Decision in Chinese]

Panel: Kenneth Kwok Hing Wai SC (chairman), Richard Leung Wai Keung and Pang
Melissa Kaye.

Date of hearing: 18 September 2009.
Date of decision: 19 January 2010.

The appellant objected to the salaries tax assessment raised on him. He just made
some remarks on correspondence sent to him by the Revenue and the Clerk to the Board,
and returned the same to the Board. On one of the letters he put down ‘[hearing date and
time] cancelled’. The appellant failed to attend the hearing, either in person or by his
authorised representative.

Held:
Unilateral declaration by the appellant that the hearing was ‘cancelled’ and failing to

attend the hearing is not a reasonable cause. The Board was not satisfied that the
appellant’s failure to attend was due to sickness or other reasonable cause.

Appeal dismissed.

Taxpayer in absentia.
Chan Sze Wai, Yip Chi Chuen and Wong Pui Ki for the Commissioner of Inland Revenue.
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