1
18

CHAPTER 5

POLLING AND COUNTING ARRANGEMENTS

Part I : The Venue

5.1
Both the poll and the count will be conducted at Hall 7A of the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre (“the venue”).

5.2
The venue will be partitioned into two parts, ie the polling station and the counting station.  Within the counting station, there will be a counting zone, seating areas for the EC members, the candidates and their agents, and an area for the media to cover the event.  The RO may designate an area at the counting station for the public to observe the count at a distance [s___of the EAC (EP) (CEE) Reg to be made].  

5.3
The area outside the venue will be designated as the No Canvassing Zone (“NCZ”) and No Staying Zone (“NSZ”), the boundaries of which will be determined by the RO.  All candidates will be notified of these zones before the polling day.  [See Chapter 13: Prohibition Against Canvassing Activities Outside Polling Station.]

Part II : Rounds of Polling and Counting

5.4
The poll will start at 9 am and close at 10 am.  Thereafter the count will start.  If none of the candidates gets the absolute majority of valid votes, another poll will be held.  This round will start at 2 pm and close at 3 pm.  The count will follow thereafter.  If again none of the candidates gets the absolute majority, the third round of poll will be held.  This round will start at 7 pm and close at 8 pm.  Again, the count will follow thereafter.  In the event that there is a need for the fourth round or further rounds, it will be held on another day to be fixed by the EAC.

5.5
At least 10 days before the polling day, the REO will issue to each EC member a poll card.  The poll card details the polling date, the address of the polling and counting stations, and the time of the first three rounds of poll.  Along with the poll card, there will be a location map and a layout plan of the polling and counting stations, and detailed voting instructions and procedures on how the poll and the count will be conducted.

Part III : The Poll

5.6
The Presiding Officer (“PRO”) will be responsible for maintaining peace and order inside the polling station, the NCZ and the NSZ.  There will be Police and Civil Aid Service presence to provide assistance whenever necessary.

5.7
About 15 minutes before the commencement of the poll, the PRO will notify the candidates, their election agents and polling agents, if present, that the ballot boxes will be locked and sealed.  He will then show such persons that the ballot boxes are empty before proceeding to lock and seal them.  Candidates and their agents may observe the locking and sealing of the ballot boxes.

5.8
Except EC members casting their votes, candidates and their agents (see Chapter 7: Appointment and Roles of Election Agent, Election Expense Agents, Polling Agents and Counting Agents), members of the EAC, government staff on duty and those who have been given prior approval to enter the polling station, nobody would be allowed to enter the polling station.  Inside the polling station, the candidates and their agents should not converse with EC members, nor should EC members converse with one another.  Unless with the prior permission from the RO or PRO, EC members, candidates and their agents should not use the mobile phone or any other means of communication.
5.9
Inside the polling station, there will be a number of ballot paper issuing desks and voting compartments.  On arrival at the polling station, an EC member can approach any of the ballot paper issuing desks to obtain his ballot paper by producing his identity card for verification of his identity by the polling staff manning the desk.  At the time of issuing the ballot paper, the polling staff will also supply an EC member with a chop with a “(” sign.

5.10
If a person representing himself to be a particular EC member applies for a ballot paper after another person has been issued a ballot paper on the basis that he is that particular EC member, he may be issued with a tendered ballot paper.  Such ballot paper will not be counted at the counting of votes [ss____of the EAC (EP) (CEE) Reg to be made].  However, if an EC member who has been issued with a ballot paper chooses not to cast his vote and leaves the polling station and returns later to claim that or another ballot paper, the PRO may issue a tendered ballot paper to the EC member ONLY IF he is not certain that the EC member is the one who has been issued with a ballot paper earlier.  

5.11
If for a reason considered justified by the PRO, an EC member cannot cast his vote after a ballot paper has been issued to him, he may, with the permission of the PRO, return later to cast his vote.  The PRO may keep the ballot paper for such purpose.  But if at the close of poll, the EC member has not returned, the PRO shall endorse the ballot paper with the word “UNUSED” and deal with it accordingly.

5.12
The PRO must endorse the word “UNUSED” on any ballot paper that has been issued but has not been put into the ballot box.

5.13
The EC member should then proceed to any one of the voting compartments to mark his ballot paper.

5.14
An EC member must use the chop supplied to mark his choice of candidate on the ballot paper.  He should then fold the ballot paper, face inside, before coming out of the voting compartment and insert the folded ballot paper into the ballot paper box located near the exit of the polling station.

5.15
Any EC member who has inadvertently torn or damaged his ballot paper or has made an error in marking his ballot paper may ask the PRO to exchange it for a new one.

5.16
An EC member may seek help from the polling staff to mark his ballot paper if he finds it necessary (see para. 7.28 of Chapter 7).

5.17
After they have cast their votes, EC members may proceed to the counting station to observe the count, or leave the venue.  They are however encouraged to observe the count and stay until the counting result is known so that they can proceed to the polling station for the second round of poll and so on if required (please see para. 5.4).  If any additional round of voting is required, the RO will make a public announcement through the electronic media.  EC members who have left the venue should keep a close watch on such an announcement and return to the polling station in time to cast their votes.  Alternatively, they may enquire through the REO hotline about the need to return for another round of poll if they do not have access to the electronic media.

5.18
After the close of poll, the PRO will lock the flap on the lid of the ballot boxes and seal it.  Candidates and their respective agents can accompany the PRO in the delivery of the ballot boxes from the polling station to the counting station.  

Part IV : The Count

5.19
The ballot boxes will be unsealed and opened by the RO, witnessed by all those present in the counting zone.  The count will then be conducted manually by counting staff.  
5.20
The valid ballot papers will first be sorted according to the choices marked by the EC members on the ballot papers and placed in separate plastic and transparent boxes on the table.  Questionable ballot papers, if any, will be put aside.  The RO will then gather together all candidates or their election/counting agents to witness his determination on the validity of these questionable ballot papers.  For details of the procedure, see paras. 7.43 to 7.45 of Chapter 7.  Thereafter, the valid votes obtained by each candidate will be counted.  At the end of the count, the ballot paper account will be verified by checking against the summation of valid votes cast for individual candidates and invalid ballot papers.  When the ballot paper account has been verified, the RO will declare the election result.

5.21
The entire counting process will be broadcast live on the radio, the television and the internet at http://www.__________.  There will also be press coverage.

5.22
Except with the express permission of the RO or a member of the EAC, as the case may be, any person who undertakes photographing, filming and video or audio recording within a counting zone during the period commencing from the time at which the counting of the votes is to begin at the zone and ending upon the completion of the counting and re-count, if any, at the zone commits an offence [s___ of the EAC (EP) (CEE) Reg to be made]. 

5.23
A person must not misconduct himself in or in the vicinity of a counting station or fail to obey any lawful order of the RO, otherwise he commits an offence punishable with a fine and imprisonment and may be ordered by the RO to leave the area.  A person misconducts himself if he disrupts the counting of votes or disturbs or causes inconvenience to any person in the counting station.  The RO may also order a person to leave the counting station if the person conducts himself in such way that the purpose of his presence is not that for which he was authorized or permitted to enter or remain in the counting station.  If he fails to leave immediately, he may be removed by a police officer or by any other person authorized in writing by the RO.  The person so removed may not re-enter the counting station except with the permission of the RO.  [Ss____of the EAC (EP) (CEE) Reg to be made.]  

