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Government Secretariat, Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
The People’s Republic of China

23 June 2003

Dear Colleagues,

The World Health Organisation’s announcement today
to remove Hong Kong from the list of areas with recent local
transmission marks a milestone in Hong Kong’s fight against Severe
Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS). Every member of the
community is to be commended for their cooperation and support in
this battle but, most of all, I would like to thank all colleagues in the
health care sector for bringing this disease under control.

Back in March we were confronted with a new disease
of which we had little knowledge. Despite our efforts we were
unable to prevent an epidemic, with 1755 members of the
community infected and 296 deaths. The epidemic has caused much
pain and suffering and has been at great cost. Our colleagues in the
health sector bore the brunt of the epidemic. 386 of those infected
were health care workers. Amid anxieties and worries about the
unknown and the risk of contracting the disease, our health care
colleagues persevered in their work with courage.

The WHO’s commendation of Hong Kong’s heroic
work in containing the SARS outbreak is an apt description of all
heath care workers, in both public and private sectors, who fought so
bravely at the forefront of the battlefield. @ Your courage,
professionalism and selflessness have won the highest respect of the
community. You have indeed exemplified the best qualities of
humankind. The eight colleagues who died in this epidemic will
long live in our memories and will be a stark reminder of the need to
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