Annex A

Summary of Proposals on Standard Rates Payments

And Asset Limits under the CSSA/SSA Schemes

Standard payments under the CSSA Scheme

(Proposed reduction by 11.1% in accordance with the movement of the SSAIP
)

	Category
	Existing rate ($)
	Proposed rate ($)

	
	
	w.e.f. 1.10.03
	w.e.f. 1.10.04

	
	Single

person
	Family

member
	Single

person
	Family

member
	Single

person
	Family

Member



	Monthly Standard Rate 


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Elderly person aged 60 or above


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Able-bodied/50% disabled
	2,555
	2,410
	2,400
	2,265
	2,270
	2,140

	100% disabled
	3,095
	2,735
	2,910
	2,570
	2,750
	2,430

	Requiring constant attendance
	4,355
	3,990
	4,095
	3,750
	3,870
	3,545

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ill-health/Disabled adult aged under 60
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ill-health/50% disabled
	2,160
	1,965
	2,030
	1,845
	1,920
	1,745

	100% disabled
	2,700
	2,335
	2,540
	2,195
	2,400
	2,075

	Requiring constant attendance
	3,955
	3,590
	3,720
	3,375
	3,515
	3,190

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Disabled child
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	50% disabled
	2,880
	2,510
	2,705
	2,360
	2,560
	2,230

	100% disabled
	3,420
	3,055
	3,215
	2,870
	3,040
	2,715

	Requiring constant attendance
	4,670
	4,315
	4,390
	4,055
	4,150
	3,835

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Category
	Existing rate ($)
	Proposed rate ($)

	
	
	w.e.f. 1.6.03

	Able-bodied adult aged under 60
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Single parent/Family carer


	
	
	
	

	-
in a family comprising not more than 2 able-bodied adults/children
	1,965
	1,745

	
	
	
	
	

	-
in a family comprising 3 able-bodied adults/children
	1,770
	1,575

	
	
	
	
	

	-
in a family comprising 4 or more able-bodied adults/children
	1,570
	1,395

	
	
	
	
	

	Others
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Single person
	1,805
	1,605

	
	
	
	
	

	Family member
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	-
in a family comprising not more than 2 able-bodied adults/children
	1,610
	1,430

	
	
	
	
	

	-
in a family comprising 3 able-bodied adults/children
	1,450
	1,290

	
	
	
	
	

	-
in a family comprising 4 or more able-bodied adults/children
	1,290
	1,145

	
	
	
	
	

	Able-bodied child
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Single person
	2,160
	1,920

	
	
	
	
	

	Family member
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	-
in a family comprising not more than 2 able-bodied adults/children
	1,795
	1,595

	
	
	
	
	

	-
in a family comprising 3 able-bodied adults/children
	1,615
	1,435

	
	
	
	
	

	· in a family comprising 4 or more able-bodied adults/children


	1,435
	1,275


	Category
	Existing rate ($)
	Proposed rate ($)

	Annual long-term supplement (for those who are old, disabled or medically certified to be in ill-health and who have received CSSA continuously for 12 months or more)
	
	

	
	
	

	
Single person
	1,605
	1,425



	
Family comprising two to four such

members


	3,210
	2,855



	
Family comprising five or more such

Members
	4,305
	3,825



	
	
	

	Single parent supplement (monthly payment)
	255
	225

	
	
	

	Meal allowance for students (monthly payment for students attending full-day school and taking lunch away from home)


	220
	195


	Special diet allowance (monthly payment)


higher rate


lower rate
	795

420
	705

375




	Standard payments under the SSA Scheme

(Proposed reduction by 11.1% in accordance with the movement of the SSAIP)



	
	Existing rate ($)
	Proposed rate ($)



	Old Age Allowance
	
	

	
	
	

	
normal rate 


(for those aged between 65 and 69)
	625
	625

(no change proposed)

	
	
	

	
higher rate 


(for those aged 70 and over)
	705
	705

(no change proposed)

	
	
	

	Disability Allowance
	
	

	
	
	

	
normal rate
	1,260
	1,120

	
	
	

	higher rate 

(for those in need of constant attendance)
	2,520
	2,240

	
	
	


	Maximum rent allowance under the CSSA Scheme

(Proposed reduction by 15.8% in accordance with the movement of the rent index for private housing of the CPI(A))



	Number of

eligible members in the household
	Existing level
	Proposed level

	
	($ per month)
	($ per month)

	1
	1,505
	1,265

	2
	3,030
	2,550

	3
	3,955
	3,330

	4
	4,210
	3,545

	5
	4,215
	3,550

	6 or above
	5,265
	4,435


	Flat-rate grant for selected items of school-related expenses under the CSSA Scheme

(The CPI(A) has registered a decrease of 7.7% since last revision in 1998.  The grant should be adjusted accordingly.)



	Education level
	Existing rate

($ per student per year)
	Proposed rate

($ per student per year)

	
	
	

	Day nursery
	1,350
	1,245

	Kindergarten
	3,080
	2,845

	Primary
	2,715
	2,505

	Lower secondary
	4,130
	3,810

	Upper secondary

(including technical and commercial institutes)
	3,480
	3,210


	Asset limits under the CSSA Scheme

(Proposed reduction by 8% in accordance with the movement of the CPI(A) since last revision in 1999)

	
	Existing limit
	Proposed limit

	
	
	

	Single-person cases
	
	

	
	
	

	
Able-bodied adult
	$24,000
	$22,000



	
A person who is not an able-bodied
adult
	$37,000
	$34,000

	Family cases involving any able-bodied adult
	
	

	
	
	

	
Able-bodied adults/children
	$16,000 each up to a maximum of $64,000 for four or more
	$14,500 each up to a maximum of $58,000 for four or more

	
	
	

	
	Existing limit
	Proposed limit

	
	
	

	
Persons other than able-bodied adults/children
	$37,000 for one such member and $18,500 for each additional such member


	$34,000 for one such member and $17,000 for each additional such member


	Family cases involving no able-bodied adult
	$37,000 for the 1st member and $18,500 for each additional member
	$34,000 for the 1st such member and $17,000 for each additional member


� Except for monthly standard rates for non able-bodied recipients, all standard payment rates will be reduced in one fell swoop by 11.1% with effect from June 2003.  Monthly standard rates for non able-bodied recipients will be reduced by 11.1% by two phases: first phase by 6% from October 2003 and second phase by 5.4% from October 2004.
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