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Table 3

Weightings used for compilation of the summary ratios

of cost of living for expatriates in the seven cities under study

      Section

(category within section)
Weighting

(summed total is 100)




Food
13.21


(rice and pasta, bakery goods, fish, other seafood, meat, vegetables, fruits, dairy products and eggs, other foods, meals-out)





Housing
33.97


(rental, other housing charges)





Utilities
5.13


(gas, water, electricity)





Alcoholic drinks and tobacco
3.87


(alcoholic drinks, tobacco)





Clothing and footwear
10.52


(men’s clothing, women’s clothing, children/infant’s clothing, footwear)





Durable goods
6.42


(furniture, electrical appliances, video and sound equipment, other durable goods)





Miscellaneous goods
4.88


(proprietary medicine and supplies; newspapers, books and periodicals and music CDs; cosmetics, skin-care products and toiletries; jewellery/ornament; other household goods)





Transport
14.97


(vehicle purchase, vehicle operating expenses, transportation expenses)





Consumer services
7.03


(education, telephone services, postal and courier services, medical services, household services, hair-cut services, entertainment, other services)


Note :
The weightings are enumerated to reflect the consumption pattern of a typical US expatriate household, based on data provided by a panel of senior business executives in New York through a survey conducted specifically by the appointed data collection agent.

