Table 2

Summary ratios of cost of living for expatriates for the seven cities under study

(as in August 2001)


Tokyo
New York
London
Hong Kong

(as reference

city for

comparison)
Singapore
Shanghai
Taipei










Food

200
(251)

115
(117)

111
(124)

100
(100)

99
(107)

85
(96)

95
(105)

Housing

87
(79)

121
(106)

95
(83)

100
(100)

46
(43)

50
(40)

21
(23)

Utilities

239
(260)

147
(152)

124
(149)

100
(100)

83
(89)

54
(54)

82
(89)

Alcoholic drinks

  and tobacco

97
(125)

137
(123)

83
(105)

100
(100)

102
(121)

63
(76)

83
(100)

Clothing and

  footwear

128
(132)

114
(103)

115
(109)

100
(100)

104
(93)

98
(101)

110
(108)

Durable goods

152
(212)

131
(135)

158
(173)

100
(100)

152
(164)

103
(120)

109
(128)

Miscellaneous goods

130
(168)

75
(84)

93
(99)

100
(100)

86
(113)

66
(70)

96
(121)

Transport

122
(134)

107
(105)

159
(148)

100
(100)

146
(157)

161
(110)

90
(98)

Consumer services

203
(225)

214
(202)

124
(131)

100
(100)

88
(90)

77
(91)

99
(105)










Overall

134
(150)

124
(118)

116
(115)

100
(100)

90
(93)

83
(77)

71
(78)










Overall (excluding

  housing)

158
(186)

126
(123)

126
(132)

100
(100)

112
(120)

100
(95)

96
(106)

Notes:
To facilitate comparison, the ratios for Hong Kong are set at 100.  Broadly speaking, each ratio in this table may be interpreted as the average price in overall terms or else of the consumption category concerned in the city under comparison relative to that in Hong Kong.  These ratios allow comparison to be made across cities at a particular time point, but not directly for a city between two time points.

The weightings for the various consumption categories used in the compilation of the overall ratio are given in the Annex.  These weightings are deemed to reflect the consumption pattern of a typical US expatriate household.

Figures in brackets represent the corresponding ratios in the last round of the study with September 2000 as reference month.

In view of the technical limitations involved, as indicated also in the Annex, these summary ratios should be regarded as giving just a broad indication of comparative cost of living for expatriates in the cities concerned.

