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100 acres and are leased to contractors for an average Crown Rent of $15,000.  From these is
supplied most of the granite now used in Hong Kong.”

12.6.9.2 These quarries had been working long before the British occupation of the New Territories. As
early as 1810, masons from South East Kowloon were persuaded by one of the Tangs of Kam
Tin to cut stone for use in the construction of a fort at Kowloon at a discounted rate as a
contribution to the defence of the area against pirates (Hayes, 1977).

12.6.10 Pacific War Period and the Batteries and Redoubt on Devil's Peak

12.6.10.1 When the New Territories were leased to Great Britain in 1898 the British military chose
Devil’s Peak on the northern side of Lyemun Strait as a site for a defensive position. It was
decided to construct two batteries there with four gun emplacements. At the same time, a
redoubt was constructed at the top of Devil’s Peak. A decision was also made to establish the
headquarters of Eastern Fire Command. The battery on the upper level, named Gough Battery,
was originally designed to accommodate two 6 inch guns. However, in 1906 one of the
emplacements was enlarged to accept a 9.2 inch gun with a range of over 15km. The battery at
the lower level was called Pottinger Battery and its armament comprised two 9.2 inch guns.
Due to changes in the defence plan, the 9.2 inch guns at both batteries were removed at the end
of 1936. These guns were moved to Cape D’Aguilar and Stanley on the southern side of Hong
Kong Island to reinforce the defence there. At the same time the Eastern Fire Command was
also moved to Stanley. The 6 inch gun had been taken away from Gough Battery as early as
the 1910’s.

12.6.10.2 As a result of these removals and relocations there were no fixed armaments at Devil’s Peak
remaining by the second half of the 1930’s. When the Japanese started their invasion, the hills
in the eastern section of Kowloon were defended chiefly by the 5/7 Rajputs. Shortly after the
war broke out the western sector of the Gin Drinkers Line was captured by the Japanese. The
surviving members of the garrison on the mainland were then ordered by Major-General
Maltby to evacuate to Hong Kong Island. With the aid of their four 3.7 inch field guns, the 1st
Mountain Battery of the Hong Kong and Singapore Royal Artillery were ordered under
Brigade command to assist in this evacuation. This they did from their position on the Devil’s
Peak line, beginning on the morning of the 12th December 1941.

12.6.10.3 They successfully repulsed two attacks by the Japanese that day, and more than four hundred
rounds were expended in that action. They were subsequently ordered to withdraw to Hong
Kong Island that night. The commander of the Mainland Brigade, Brigadier Wallis, realized
that Devil’s Peak was strategically important and was reluctant to relinquish his positions
there. At the same time, the 5/7 Rajputs, who held those positions, were ordered to evacuate to
Hong Kong Island. He was overruled in this decision by Maltby, who took the view that
preservation of the Rajputs for the impending defence of Hong Kong Island was more
important than the retention of Devil’s Peak.

12.6.10.4 In the end all the Rajputs withdrew to Hong Kong Island. The evacuation was undertaken in
the early morning of the 13th December at the foot of Devil’s Peak with the assistance of a
number of MTB’s, and the Royal Navy’s sole remaining destroyer from the China Squadron,
HMS Thracian. Due to a shortage of lighters, most of the ammunition at Devil’s Peak and one
hundred and twenty mules had to be abandoned.

12.6.10.5 All of these losses adversely affected the subsequent defence of the Island. Although the
evacuation took place during low tide, it was generally a successful operation as the
garrison suffered no casualties. On the same night, immediately after this operation was
carried out, the 2nd Battalion of the Japanese Left Flank Group occupied Devil’s Peak. After
Kowloon was captured by the Japanese, bombardment by artillery fire was directed towards
the north shore of Hong Kong Island. Due to its excellent location, Devil’s Peak was utilised
by the Japanese as an artillery position, as Wallis had earlier feared. Military installations
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across the Lyemun Strait were particularly targeted. These were the barracks at Lyemun and
the Pak Sha Wan and Sai Wan Batteries located in its immediate vicinity (Ko & Wordie,
1996).

12.6.10.6 In the days immediately following the British abandonment of Kowloon, on 11th December
1941, to the Japanese landings on Hong Kong Island, on the night of the 18th December, large
numbers of junks concentrated in Kowloon Bay. This is verified by both Japanese war
photographs and numerous eye-witness accounts.

12.6.11 Maritime Activity in Hong Kong

12.6.11.1 The Maritime Silk Route is the name given to the historical sea trade route between China and
other countries. Located close to the mouth of the Pearl River, Guangzhou played a leading
role in this trade since the Qin (221-207 BC) and Han (206 BC-220 AD) Dynasties.  Because
the ships of this period were small, they could only sail close to the coast. Consequently, the
greatest distance they could reach was the eastern side of the Indian sub-continent.

12.6.11.2 By the Three Kingdoms’ Period (220-280 AD) Chinese ships had reached the Persian Gulf and
Red Sea. By the Tang Dynasty (618-907 AD) the route had extended to east Africa and
Europe. During the Tang and Song Dynasties (960-1279 AD) Guangzhou grew into the largest
commercial port in China. It was the first Chinese city to have a government office to
administer foreign trade. Ceramic wares made in different parts of China were collected in
Guangzhou for export. The wares available in Guangzhou were carefully selected by
merchants for European and American traders with whom the Chinese porcelain was
extremely popular.

12.6.11.3 The Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) saw the establishment of a Pacific Ocean route to Mexico via
the Philippines and on across the Atlantic to Lisbon.  In the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911), these
two sections of the route were respectively extended from Mexico to North America and from
Lisbon to Russia. When in the Ming and Qing Dynasties, China closed her ports to foreign
trade, an exemption was made for Guangzhou for a large part of that interval.

12.1.1.4 Guangzhou was thus in an unique position to conduct trade with foreign countries and the
waters and harbours around Hong Kong were occupied with ships associated with both local
and international trade. In 1703, Captain Alexander Hamilton described the city as a “frenetic
port where on any given day no fewer than 5,000 junks could be seen lying at anchor awaiting
service” (Hamilton, 1930).

12.6.12 Physical Evidence

12.1.1.1 In November 1957 a cannon was dredged from Kowloon Bay during construction of the Kai
Tak runway (Eather, 1996).  The cannon was cast in the 4th year of the Yong Li Reign (? ? )
(1649) of Southern Ming Dynasty (1645-1679).  It bears the following inscription:
‘Commissioned by Choi Governor of Waiboi and created by Ting Hoi General of Imperial
Command – To by Imperial Command appointed Governor General of Kwantung and Kwangsi
Provinces Fan, General Officer Commanding Kwantung and Guardian of the Imperial Heir.
Colonel Siu Lei-Yan directed the casting for Ho Hing Cheung, Commander of the Ordinance
Depot, Sixth Moon of the Fourth Year of Wing Lik.  Weight 500 catties.’

12.6.12.2 The incidental discovery of this cannon is very significant and suggests that there may be other
material on the seabed within the study area.

12.6.13 Conclusion and Recommendation

12.6.13.1 This Baseline Review indicates a high potential for marine archaeological material within the
study area.
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12.6.13.2 In accordance with AMO Guidelines, it is advised that geophysical surveys are conducted
within the areas to be reclaimed to identify potential archaeological remains.  However, these
areas are being used as typhoon shelters with busy marine traffic, thus making geophysical
surveys difficult, unsafe and may also compromise the quality of the survey data.

12.6.13.3 It is therefore recommended that geophysical surveys be conducted before the commencement
of dredging and reclamation activities.  Should the geophysical surveys reveal the presence of
anomalies, such anomalies should be verified using either remotely operated vehicles (ROV)
or divers to determine whether they are of any marine archaeological potential.
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12.7 Proposed Mitigation Measures

12.7.1 Re-instatement of the Sung Wong Toi Inscription Rock

12.7.1.1 The current layout plan reserves a district open area in Area 2H for re-instatement of the Sung
Wong Toi Inscription Rock.  A small artificial hill is recommended to be erected on the site of
the original Sacred Hill (see Drawing No. 22936/EN/001), and that the remains of the Sung
Wong Toi rock be removed from their present unworthy setting, and placed on the summit of
the hill, on its original site, the hill to be designed to reflect the importance and solemnity of
the site and its historical associations.

12.7.1.2 To provide for a suitable setting for the re-provided Sung Wong Toi rock and hill, it is
recommended that a suitable public park be provided around the artificial hill erected for the
Sung Wong Toi rock. To reflect the importance and solemnity of the site and its historical
associations, it is also recommended that this park be designed and built to the highest
standards.

12.7.1.3 Since the position of the Sung Wong Toi is of historical significance to a large degree because
of its unobstructed view through to the sea, the re-sited Sung Wong Toi Rock should be so
placed that it would enjoy an uninterrupted sight-line to the sea. The current layout plan in fact
maintains an uninterrupted sight-line through the Lei Yue Mun Channel from the re-erected
Sung Wong Toi site to the open sea.

12.7.1.4 During the detailed design stage of the district open area in Area 2H, the details of the
proposed artificial hill to be erected on the site of the Sacred Hill and the proposed relocation
of the Sung Wong Toi Inscription Rock including an action plan should be submitted to EPD
and the Antiquities and Monuments Office well in advance for their review and comment.

12.7.2 Provision of Sensitive Linkage to Fishtail Rock

12.7.2.1 The Fishtail Rock is of great historic and cultural heritage value.  According to the detailed
mapping of Kowloon in 1863, this was originally a tiny island called Shek-pai within To Kwa
Wan Bay (see Drawing No. 22936/EN/001).  It comprises a huge and dramatically shaped
rock, which looks like the tail of a giant fish diving into the sea.  The rock has been
worshipped by the local boat people for many generations.  There was a Hoi Sham Lung Mu
Temple [other name of the temple was called Hoi Sham Miu (which means a temple at the
central of the sea) by the local resident] at the foot of the rock: this is shown by a watercolour
painting of the bay of 1840s and in a map of 1924.

12.7.2.2 The rock was joined to the land in a reclamation of 1960s.  The Hoi Sham Lung Mu Temple
was destroyed at that date (apparently in the mistaken belief that it was a recently erected
squatter structure). A pedestrian and poorly-designed piece of open space was built around the
rock then.  The view of the rock from the sea was preserved, however, in this development.
The rock represents the way of life and culture of the boat-people in the Kowloon Bay area.

12.7.2.3 The rock is now located at the southeastern edge of existing Hoi Sham Park in Area 3Y of the
current SEKD layout plan.  In order to retain the historical significance of the Fishtail Rock, a
view corridor is incorporated into the current layout plan to provide an unobstructed view from
the Fishtail Rock to the Victoria Harbour.  Besides, pedestrian linkage between the park and


