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Submission from Motion Picture Association (MPA):

1. In page 22 under section 4.9.1 Communications technologies

e On a more imminent front, the expected launch of digital terrestrial
television (DTT) by the two local terrestrial television broadcasters
in 2007 will provide another digital platform for media convergence.
DTT will bring free-to-air high-definition television services to Hong
Kong. It is also expected to spur the growth of interactive services
such as datacasting (e.g., financial quotes and flight information)
and online games. ICT manufacturers will benefit from the demand
for consumer electronic products capable of receiving digital
television services.

MPA comment 1:

For free to air television to remain a viable means of distribution, the
transition to digital television must be accompanied by a solution to
prevent its unauthorized redistribution over the Internet. In the USA
discussions are underway to incorporate the broadcast flag into
unencrypted free-to-air digital television. Japan has already
implemented its own version of the flag which signals a “copy one” for
copyrighted content, while other countries are also studying such
solutions.

Technological solutions exist for all types of broadcasting systems,
including the DVB systems, but all these need government leadership
to take effect. For HK to continue in its position of leadership in digital
media industry, it should consider seriously the introduction of
redistribution control as a means to promote the digital content
industry. Redistribution control will prevent the unauthorized copying of
content, including to the Internet.

Discussions on this topic have taken place in the Asia Pacific
Broadcasting Union (ABU) and in the Cable and Satellite Broadcaster's
Association of Asia (CASBAA). To further elucidate this topic, the MPA
has attached a paper entitled, “Preserving the Viability of Digital
Broadcast TV" that was given during the Broadcast Asia 2005
conference and that was also re-published in the ABU Technical
Review journal July-August 2005.

In addition, MPA suggests the Government to consider improving the
Copyright Ordinance/Broadcast Ordinance with clauses to address
specifically the copyright violations under the digital broadcasting
scenario. New legislation should include effective civil and criminal
penalties for acts of circumvention of the digital protection mechanisms
of the DTT device.

For the protection of digital set-top boxes we recommend the CASBAA
content protection guidelines formulated by 110 Asian cable and




