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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

PART I : The Election Committee and the Subsector Elections
1.1


The Election Committee (“EC”) is constituted under the Chief Executive Election Ordinance (“CEEO”) for the purpose of electing the Chief Executive of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (“CE”).  The EC constituted under the Legislative Council Ordinance (“LCO”) on 14 July 2000 is regarded as the first EC constituted under the CEEO.  [Ss 7 and 8 of the CEEO.]  Before the end of the second term of office of the Legislative Council (“LegCo”) in 2004, the EC has two functions: to elect the next CE, and to return a Member to the LegCo in a LegCo by-election if there is a vacancy among the six LegCo Members returned by the EC in the LegCo general election in September 2000 (“LegCo by-election”).

1.2


The members of the EC must be Hong Kong permanent residents.  They are representatives of four sectors, each represented by 200 members and composed of a number of subsectors, with a total of 38 subsectors.  Of the 38 subsectors, 35 of these have members returned by elections.  Details of the composition of the EC are found in Chapter 2.  

1.3


The term of office of the EC is five years from the date it is constituted.  For a new term of office a subsector ordinary election may be held to elect members assigned to each of the 35 subsector by voters of the relevant subsector.  The current EC was constituted on 14 July 2000, after a subsector ordinary election on 9 July 2000.  A subsector ordinary election is to be held on a date specified by the CE [s 16 of the Schedule to the CEEO]. 
1.4
Before an election to elect a CE or a LegCo by-election, a subsector by-election will be held to update the membership of the EC if there are vacancies among the EC members [s 5(1)(b) of the Schedule to the CEEO].  However, no subsector by-election will be held if the membership of the EC has been updated within one year before an election to elect a CE or a LegCo by-election.  [S 4(2) of the Schedule to the CEEO.]

PART II : The Guidelines

1.5
This set of Guidelines applies to both the EC subsector ordinary election and by-election.  It describes the electoral arrangements and relates the provisions of the relevant legislation for observance by the parties concerned before, during and after an election.  It also describes how an election-related complaint may be lodged.

1.6
In the context of this set of Guidelines, the term “election” means subsector ordinary election or subsector by-election, as appropriate.
PART III : SANCTION

1.7
Members of the public, particularly voters of the subsectors, candidates and their agents as well as government officials engaged in election-related duties should read, familiarize themselves with, and strictly comply with these guidelines.

1.8
The Electoral Affairs Commission (“EAC” or “Commission”) is committed to ensuring that all elections are conducted openly, honestly and fairly.  If it comes to know that any candidate or person is in breach of the guidelines, apart from notifying the relevant authorities for actions to be taken, it may make a reprimand or censure in a public statement, which may include the name of the candidate or person concerned and other relevant parties, if any.  The reprimand or censure is separate from and additional to the criminal liability for any offences committed.

